
 

 

DRAFT LAVERSTOCK AND FORD COMMUNITIES NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

2021-2036 

DECISION STATEMENT (PROCEEDING TO REFERENDUM) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Pursuant to the Wiltshire Council constitution and in particular Part 3D, the Chief 

Planning Officer within whose remit Spatial Planning falls is authorised to make 

decisions on Neighbourhood Plan proposals following the examination of a 

Neighbourhood Plan proposal in accordance with the Town and Country Planning Act 

1990 (as amended) and the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 

amended) and all other relevant legislation. 

 

2. BACKGROUND 

 

2.1. The designated area for the draft Laverstock and Ford Communities Neighbourhood 

Plan comprises the whole of the parish of Laverstock and Ford. On 7th December 2017 

Wiltshire Council formally approved the Laverstock and Ford Neighbourhood Area (i.e., 

the land within the parish of Laverstock and Ford) to be designated in accordance with 

the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). 

 

2.2. Laverstock and Ford Parish Council – the ‘qualifying body’, submitted the Laverstock 

and Ford Communities Draft Neighbourhood Plan 2021-2036, along with supporting 

documents, to Wiltshire Council on 25th January 2022 for consultation, independent 

examination and the remaining stages of the draft Plan’s preparation in accordance 

with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). 

 

2.3. Following submission of the Laverstock and Ford Communities Draft Neighbourhood 

Plan, Wiltshire Council publicised the Plan and supporting documents and invited 

representations during the consultation period 21st February 2022 to 11th April 2022. 

 

2.4. In April 2022, Wiltshire Council appointed an independent examiner, Mr Andrew 

Matheson MSc MPA DipTP MRTPI FCIH, to examine the draft Plan and consider 

whether it should proceed to referendum. 

 

2.5. The examiner’s report was received in July 2022 and concluded that subject to making 

the modifications recommended in the report, that the draft Plan meets the Basic 

Conditions and should proceed to referendum. The examiner also recommended that 

the Laverstock and Ford Neighbourhood Area (the parish area) is an appropriate area 

within which to hold a referendum. 

 

2.6. In accordance with legislation, Wiltshire Council must consider each of the 

recommendations made in the examiner’s report, decide what action to take in 



  

response to each recommendation and what modifications should be made to the draft 

Plan in order to be satisfied that it meets the Basic Conditions and is compatible with 

Convention Rights. If the authority is satisfied, then a referendum must be held. 

Consideration also needs to be given as to whether to extend the area to which the 

referendum is to take place. 

 

3. DECISION AND REASONS 

 

3.1. Wiltshire Council must be satisfied that the neighbourhood plan meets the Basic 
Conditions, is compatible with the Convention rights and complies with the provision 
made by or under sections 61E (2), 61J and 61L of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990, or that the draft order would meet those conditions, be compatible with those 
rights and comply with that provision if modifications were made to the draft order.  
 

3.2. Wiltshire Council has considered the examiner’s recommendations and reasons for 
them. Wiltshire Council has decided to make the examiner’s modifications with 
additional modifications by the Council to the draft Laverstock and Ford Communities 
Neighbourhood Plan, for the purpose of correcting errors (which includes amendments 
necessary to achieve accuracy and consistency in the wording of policies and 
supporting text) and to ensure that it meets legal requirements, including the Basic 
Conditions as set out in legislation. Appendix 1 sets out these modifications, together 
with the reasons for them. 
 

3.3. The Council is satisfied that the Neighbourhood Plan, as modified, complies with the 
legal requirements and can proceed to referendum.   
 

3.4. The Council also agrees with the examiner that the referendum area should reflect the 
extent of the parish of Laverstock and Ford.   
 

3.5. I declare that I have no private interest in respect of this matter that would prevent me 
from making this decision. 

 

Signed: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
  
 
Dated: 25th July 2022 

Nic Thomas
Chief Planning Officer
Wiltshire Council
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Guidance for using this document 
 
The following table sets out the modifications that are required to be made to the Laverstock and Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan 2021-
2036 (submitted 25th January 2022) together with the explanation and reason for modification. This should be read alongside the report dated 
2nd July 2022 of the independent examiner, Andrew Matheson to Wiltshire Council on the draft Laverstock and Ford Communities 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Throughout the table, specific changes that are required are shown as follows: 

• text in bold and underlined identifies new text to be added to the Plan.  
 

• text that is shown as red italic strikethrough identifies text to be deleted from the Plan.   
 

The relevant paragraph, policy and page numbering relates to the draft Laverstock and Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan (submitted 25th 
January 2022), hereafter referred to as the ‘LFCNP’, as submitted to Wiltshire Council. For each change, the table sets out the examiner’s 
recommendation as set out in his report together with the modification that is required to be made to the neighbourhood plan. Some additional 
changes are also included that are not in the examiner’s report to correct errors such as typos. 
 
As a result of some modifications, consequential amendments may be required to the final LFCNP to be published for the purposes of the 
referendum. These can include changing section headings, amending the contents page, renumbering paragraphs or pages and ensuring that 
supporting appendices and other documents align with the final version of the Plan.  
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

R1 8 All pages in 
header  

EXAMINER COMMENT:  
 
On the front cover, and in any other locations, remove references 
to “Submission Plan” 
 
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL: 
 
Add ‘Referendum Version’ to the front cover of the 
neighbourhood plan. Amend the plan title by removing the word 
‘Draft’ from within ‘Laverstock and Ford Communities Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan 2021 to 2036.   
  
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Remove all references to ‘submission plan’ both on the 
front cover and throughout the document.  Add  
‘Referendum Version’ to the front cover page as follows; 

 
Submission Version Referendum Version 
 

• Amend the plan title by removing ‘Draft’ within it, as 
follows; 

 
Laverstock and Ford Communities Draft Neighbourhood Plan 
2021 to 2036. 
 

For clarity and accuracy 

R2 8 Page 2 EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under the heading “Contents” review the content for accuracy in 
the light of my recommendations.  
 

For clarity and accuracy 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Review the accuracy of the contents list on the contents 
subtitled page based on the following recommendations   

 

R3 8 Page 3,  
Section 3 The 
Neighbourhood 
Plan Area, first 
paragraph  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
In the opening sentence replace “conurbation” with ‘urban area’ 
and in the second bullet point replace “much larger” with ‘larger’ 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the first sentence within the first paragraph of 
subtitle ‘3 The Neighbourhood Plan area’ as follows: 

 
‘The Parish occupies an arc to the north and east of Salisbury, 
forming a distinct transition from the conurbation urban area of 
the city to the open farmland beyond. ...’  
 

For clarity and accuracy 

R4 8 Page 4,  
Figure 1 
Laverstock and 
Ford 
Communities 
and its Green 
Corridors  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Add a key to identify the ‘Neighbourhood Area’ boundary. 
 
Add a referencing scheme for the green corridors in like manner 
to that used for the settlements. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Within Figure 1 ‘Laverstock and Ford Communities and its 
Green Corridors’ add a key identifying the Neighbourhood 
Area boundary. 

For clarity and accuracy  
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

• Add references to the green corridors as done for 
settlements  

 

R5 9 Page 5,  
Section 3 The 
Neighbourhood 
Plan area, third 
paragraph 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Correct the source reference for the detail on local heritage 
assets near the bottom of page 5. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Correct the source reference at the end of the third  
paragraph on page 5 of the plan, as follows; 
 

 (More detail on local heritage assets is available under the 
heading Wiltshire and Swindon Historic Environment Record 
(HER) Documents for L&F Parish on the Neighbourhood Plan 
Documents webpage.   in the Supporting Evidence section of 
the Neighbourhood Plan Documents webpage) 
 

For clarity and accuracy 

R6 9 Page 6,  
Section 4 
Developing our 
Neighbourhood 
Plan: Approach, 
third paragraph 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Delete Appendix 1 ‘Submission to Wiltshire Council Final’  
and  
delete the reference to it within Section 4, paragraph 3: “Our input 
to the consultation was formalised in a paper covering suggested 
guidelines acknowledged by Wiltshire Council on June 2020 and 
reproduced in Appendix 1”. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

• Delete supporting document titled ‘Appendix 1 
Submission to Wiltshire Council Final’. 
 

• Remove the text at the end of the third paragraph within 
section 4, as follows; 
 

‘Our approach has therefore had to follow two main routes: 

• formulating policies which apply to the parts of the parish 
broadly comprising Laverstock and Ford, which are designated 
as Small Villages under the current Core Strategy and which are 
not subject to strategic site allocation, together with limited 
policies applying to the whole Parish where this is allowed 

• actively engaging with Wiltshire Council in the statutory 
consultation on the Local Plan Review, to ensure that local views 
are fully considered in its formulation and in any associated 
strategic site allocation. Our input to the consultation was 
formalised in a paper covering suggested guidelines 
acknowledged by Wiltshire Council on 29th June 2020 and 
reproduced in Appendix 1.’ 
 

• Remove the reference ‘Appendix 1’ in the last sentence of 
the second paragraph on page 13, as follows; 

 
The problematic nature of this site for large scale development 
was highlighted by the Parish Council in its pre-consultation 
submission to Wiltshire Council in June 2020 (Appendix 1) and in 
its response to the draft Local Plan consultation, submitted on 
12th February 2021, available on the Documents page of 
www.lfcnp.co.uk in the Supporting Evidence section. 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

R7 11 Page 9,  
sub-section 7.1 
Recent 
developments 
in the Parish. 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under the heading “7.1 Recent developments in the Parish” 
correct “Salisbury Housing Market Area” to ‘Salisbury urban 
area’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend text within the third sentence of the first paragraph 
under the subheading ‘7.1 Recent developments in the 
Parish’ as follows: 

 
‘This housing growth is almost entirely accounted for by a 
succession of strategic housing developments to meet the 
housing requirements of the wider Salisbury urban area Housing 
Market Area:’ 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

R8 11 Page 10,  
sub-section 
7.1.3 Limited 
and/or delayed 
provision of 
local amenities 
and 
infrastructure 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under the sub-heading “7.1.3 Limited and/or delayed provision of 
local amenities and infrastructure” delete the second paragraph 
beginning “Policy S2 from the Salisbury Local Plan 2011” 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Delete the second paragraph under subheading 7.1.3 as 
follows: 

 
Policy S2 from the Salisbury Local Plan 2011 (saved in Wiltshire 
Core Strategy 2015, see p454) states: “City and town centre sites 
are the preferred locations for retail and leisure development 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

proposals, where suitable sites or buildings suitable for conversion 
are available, followed by edge of centre sites, district and local 
centres and only then out of centre sites in locations that are 
accessible by public transport” and “out of centre development 
allocations and proposals will be rigorously assessed to ensure 
that: they do not undermine the vitality and viability of the centre, 
deter investor confidence, lead to an unacceptable increase in 
vacancies, nor detrimentally affect the economies of town centres”. 
Although Old Sarum and Longhedge now have convenience 
stores, the continued reference to this policy is inappropriate if 
environmentally 
friendly policies and local community identity are being promoted 
by Wiltshire Council, and it is recommended that it should be 
formally excluded in the Wiltshire Council Local Plan Review. 
 

R9 11 Page 11,  
sub-section 7.2 
Planning 
Context to 2036 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under the heading “7.2 Planning Context to 2036” delete the 
second paragraph commencing: “Of these considerations …”. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Delete the second paragraph under the heading ‘7.2 
Planning Context to 2036’ as follows: 

 
Of these considerations, by far the most important for the 
preparation of a sound Neighbourhood Plan are: 

• the assessment of local housing need 

• Wiltshire Council Housing Delivery Strategy 

• development constraints 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

• landscape sensitivity. 
These are summarised below. 
 

R10 11 Page 11,  
sub-section 
7.2.1 
Assessment of 
Local Housing 
Need  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Remove the content of the sub-section “7.2.1 Assessment of 
Local Housing Need” and place it between sub-sections 7.1 and 
7.1.1.  
 
Amend the last sentence to read: ‘‘Accordingly there is currently 
no requirement to plan further housing developments in order to 
meet local needs for Affordable Housing’; remove the related 
bullet point in sub-section 7.2. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Remove the content 7.2.1 Assessment of Local Housing 
Need and place immediately after the text in sub-section 
7.1. Also amend the last sentence of the paragraph, as 
follows; 

 
7.1 Recent developments in the Parish 
 
Over the past thirty years, there has been extensive housing 
development in the Parish, with the number of dwellings more 
than trebling from c1,250 in 1991 census to c4,150 at the end of 
2019. 
The population has also increased by more than threefold 
(Appendix 4 supporting document – Development of the 
Parish). This housing growth is almost entirely accounted for by 
a succession of strategic housing developments to meet the 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

housing requirements of the wider Salisbury Housing Market 
Area: 

• 1992 - 1998 : Bishopdown Farm – c330 homes 

• 1993 - 2000 : Hampton Park - c500 homes 

• 2007 - 2011 : Pilgrims Way, Laverstock – 125 homes 

• 2008 - 2016 : Old Sarum - c810 homes 

• 2015 - 2017 : Riverdown Park (Hampton Park 2) - 500 homes 

• 2018 - : Longhedge Village - c500 homes to date, with further 
250 approved. 
 
However, the cumulative impact of these developments on the 
parish as a whole does not appear to have been explicitly taken 
into account at any of the key stages in the planning process, for 
example in the initial allocation of the sites for housing or in the 
subsequent decisions to approve individual developments. They 
have had major adverse consequences for the Parish. 
 
A review of available evidence on local housing need is 
presented in supporting document – Assessment of Local 
Housing Needs. This strongly indicates that the local need 
for affordable housing in the Parish is low in both absolute 
and relative terms. This need is being addressed by the 
recent (and continuing) extensive programme of house 
building within the Parish and the requirement of Wiltshire 
Council for 40% of units to be in the form of affordable 
housing. The S106 agreements with developers enable 
Wiltshire Council to give priority to local residents on the 
housing register for this social rented accommodation both 
initially and when it becomes available for re-let. Between 
2009 and 2019 c700 affordable homes were built in the 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

Parish, with an additional 100 such homes to be completed 
at Longhedge Village on sites already committed or with 
planning permission; the majority of these are for rent. 
Accordingly, there is currently no requirement to plan further 
for housing developments in the foreseeable future in order to 
meet local needs for Aaffordable Hhousing. 
 

• Replace the following bullet point ‘the assessment of local 
housing need’ with ‘Employment’ in the second paragraph 
of ‘7.2 Planning Context to 2036’, as follows; 

 

‘• the assessment of local housing need Employment 

• Wiltshire Council Housing Delivery Strategy 

• development constraints 

• landscape sensitivity. 
 
These are summarised below.’ 
 

R11 11 Page 11,  
sub-section 
7.2.1 
Assessment of 
Local Housing 
Need 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Replace the heading for sub-section 7.2.1 with ‘Employment’ and 
add the following content provided by the Qualifying Body:  
 
‘Our survey of businesses in the Parish indicated limited need for 
new commercial premises for their future plans. Where a 
potential need was identified the clear preference was for pre-
constructed premises available for purchase or rent. The Parish 
Council supported a change of use of the employment land 
designated as part of the Longhedge development to mixed 
development (with a requirement to build out the commercial area 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

without pre-agreed sales), resulting in 29 industrial units and 65 
additional dwellings currently being constructed. A similar 
approach could be taken in Old Sarum where land allocated for 
employment may require an agreement to allow housing on part, 
on condition that commercial premises are built for sale or lease.’  
 
Add a related bullet point in sub-section 7.2. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Replace the heading ‘7.2.1 Assessment of Local Housing 
Need ‘ with ‘Employment’ and add text as follows:  

 
7.2.1 Assessment of Local Housing Need Employment 
 
Our survey of businesses in the Parish indicated limited 
need for new commercial premises for their future plans. 
Where a potential need was identified the clear preference 
was for pre-constructed premises available for purchase or 
rent. The Parish Council supported a change of use of the 
employment land designated as part of the Longhedge 
development to mixed development (with a requirement to 
build out the commercial area without pre-agreed sales), 
resulting in 29 industrial units and 65 additional dwellings 
currently being constructed. A similar approach could be 
taken in Old Sarum where land allocated for employment 
may require an agreement to allow housing on part, on 
condition that commercial premises are built for sale or 
lease. 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

R12 11 Page 12,  
sub-section 
7.2.2 Wiltshire 
Council 
Housing and 
Employment 
Land Delivery 
Strategy 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Reduce sub-section 7.2.2 to a simplified expression of its core 
concern:  
‘In January 2021, Wiltshire Council published draft proposals for 
its emerging Local Plan (which is the Core Strategy refresh) 2. 
This Plan includes a continuation of the existing strategy for the 
Salisbury Housing Market Area, with a slightly reduced housing 
requirement of 5,240 homes for Salisbury (excluding Wilton) for 
the plan period (2016-2036). Allowing for houses already 
completed or in the pipeline, this leaves a requirement of 940 
homes to be accommodated on other sites. To meet their 
housing target Wiltshire Council have identified three sites within 
or adjacent to the Salisbury settlement boundary for strategic 
development, one of which (Land to the North East of Old Sarum 
- SHELAA site 80) is in our Parish. On this site a development of 
275 homes is proposed. The problematic nature of this site for 
large scale development was highlighted by the Parish Council in 
its response to the draft Local Plan consultation, submitted on 
12th February 2021, available on the Documents page of 
www.lfcnp.co.uk in the Supporting Evidence section.’  
 
Since Figure 2 is removed, renumber subsequent Figures 
accordingly.’ 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend text in sub-section 7.2.2 as follows: 
 
It is a fundamental requirement of our Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan that policies relating to development are consistent with the 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

Wiltshire Council Housing Delivery Strategy for Salisbury, 
given that part of the Parish falls within the Salisbury Settlement 
Boundary. The current Core Strategy, which covers the period 
2006-2026, is based on a forecast housing requirement of 6,060 
dwellings for the settlements of Salisbury/ Wilton for the plan 
period. The development of land in the Parish during this period 
will make a major contribution to this requirement, with 
completions, outstanding commitments and sites with planning 
permission accounting for c2,200 houses (almost a third of the 
total requirement). 
 
The 5 year deadline for a refresh of the Wiltshire Council Core 
Strategy was due in mid 2020 but has suffered ongoing delays, 
due to a number of factors, including changes in Government ‘s 
recommended methodology for forecasting numbers of 
households and the impact of the Covid pandemic. As a result, 
we have been preparing our Neighbourhood Plan during a period 
of 
uncertainty over Wiltshire Council’s Housing Delivery Strategy. 
 
In April 2019, as part of the preparation for the updated strategy, 
Wiltshire Council published a Cabinet Paper 1 presenting 3 
scenarios for the Salisbury Housing Market Area for the period 
2016-36. This indicated a range of additional housing required 
(over and above Wiltshire Council’s estimate of 4,900 already 
committed) between 0 and 1,748 homes. In updating their 
strategy, Wiltshire Council have also been in discussion with 
landowners and their agents regarding the availability of sites. 
There is continuing pressure from developers looking to build 
houses on sites within the parish, as evidenced by the numerous 
Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

(SHELAA) sites put forward to Wiltshire Council by the 
landowners or their agents, which Wiltshire Council has placed 
on its SHELAA 
database. These have also been communicated to the 
neighbourhood planning team by the relevant landowners or their 
agents. The latest October 2020 Wiltshire Council SHELAA map 
is 
reproduced in Figure 2 and extracts of the recent assessments of 
the sites by Wiltshire Council relating to strategic housing 
allocation is given in Appendix 7. It should be noted that the 
developments at Riverdown Park (completed) and Longhedge (in 
progress) are still shown on the map as S69 and S1053a/b. 
 
Prior to the publication of the updated strategy, only one 
additional strategic development site for the Parish was identified 
in the Wiltshire Council: Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan: 
Sustainability Appraisal Report (final version published in 
February 2020). This was the Yard, Hampton Park (OM003) for 
14 houses, the outline planning application for which has recently 
been approved. 
 
In January 2021, Wiltshire Council published draft proposals for 
its emerging Local Plan (which is the Core Strategy refresh) 2 
alongside a timetable for consultation with various groups, 
including local councils, in the period January to March 2021. 
This Plan includes a continuation of the existing strategy for the 
Salisbury Housing Market Area, with a slightly reduced housing 
requirement of 5,240 homes for Salisbury (excluding Wilton) for 
the plan period (2016-2036). Allowing for houses already 
completed or in the pipeline, this leaves a requirement of 940 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

homes to be accommodated on other sites. 
 
To meet their housing target Wiltshire Council have identified 
three further SHELAA sites within or adjacent to the Salisbury 
settlement boundary for strategic development, one of which 
(Land to the North East of Old Sarum - SHELAA site 80) is in our 
Parish. On this site, a development of 275 homes is proposed. 
This site was not progressed as a site for strategic development 
by WC in their previous evaluation of sites published in February 
2020 (referenced above) due to numerous moderate adverse 
impacts (see Appendix 7 for details). These included the 
adverse 
effect on the landscape which was also classified as being of 
High/Medium sensitivity in the recent assessment carried out for 
the Parish Council (see Section 7.2.4 and Appendix 9). The 
problematic nature of this site for large scale development was 
highlighted by the Parish Council in its pre-consultation 
submission to Wiltshire Council in June 2020 (Appendix 1) and 
in its response to the draft Local Plan consultation, submitted on 
12th February 2021, available on the Documents page of 
www.lfcnp.co.uk in the Supporting Evidence section. 
 
It appears that the potential long term impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on future working arrangements and city centres has 
not been taken into account in formulating the latest published 
Wiltshire Council proposals for strategic development. This could 
be expected to reduce the requirement for business premises, 
particularly offices and shops, as identified in the Central 
Government paper 
 “Government response to the local housing needs proposals in 
‘Changes to the Local Planning System’”, published on its 
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Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
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website on Dec 16 2020. Redevelopment of 
existing business premises in and around Salisbury for residential 
use could reduce the need for green field sites. Furthermore, land 
already allocated for future commercial use within the current 
Old Sarum boundary, and currently unused, could clearly be 
considered for redesignation to residential use. Adding to this 
case is the apparent decision in the latest Wiltshire Council 
proposals not to pursue the change of use of large parts of the 
Churchfields commercial quarter, which would reduce the future 
need for new business sites in the area. 
 
In January 2021, Wiltshire Council published draft proposals 
for its emerging Local Plan (which is the Core Strategy 
refresh) 2. This Plan includes a continuation of the existing 
strategy for the Salisbury Housing Market Area, with a 
slightly reduced housing requirement of 5,240 homes for 
Salisbury (excluding Wilton) for the plan period (2016-2036). 
Allowing for houses already completed or in the pipeline, 
this leaves a requirement of 940 homes to be accommodated 
on other sites. To meet their housing target Wiltshire Council 
have identified three sites within or adjacent to the Salisbury 
settlement boundary for strategic development, one of which 
(Land to the North East of Old Sarum - SHELAA site 80) is in 
our Parish. On this site a development of 275 homes is 
proposed. The problematic nature of this site for large scale 
development was highlighted by the Parish Council in its 
response to the draft Local Plan consultation, submitted on 
12th February 2021, available on the Documents page of 
www.lfcnp.co.uk in the Supporting Evidence section.’  
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• Since Figure 2 is removed (Figure 5 is also removed, see 
R21), as such renumber subsequent Figures accordingly.  

 

• Figure 2 Parish SHELAA Sites  

• Figure 3 2 Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Mapping 

• Figure 4 3 Green Buffers 

• Figure 5 Old Sarum Airfield Conservation Area 

• Figure 6 4 Designated Local Green Spaces  

• Figure 7 5 Map showing Salisbury Green and Blue 
Infrastructure Network and improvement corridors (numbered) 
 

R13 12 Page 15,  
sub-section 
7.2.3 
Development 
Constraints 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Alter the heading of sub-section 7.2.3 to ‘Development Issues’ 
and replace “constraints” with ‘issues’ in its first sentence.  
 
Add a bullet point ‘Landscape sensitivity’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the sub-heading at section 7.2.3 and the text in 
the first sentence of the first paragraph.  Also add a bullet 
point as follows:  

 
7.2.3 Development Issues Constraints 
 
There a number of practical, regulatory and policy issues 
constraints limiting development across the parish. The most 
significant are: 

• liability to flooding from the River Bourne, which runs the length 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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of the parish from north to south 

• proximity to Sites of Special Scientific Interest, which are 
Cockey Down and the River Bourne, which is also part of the 
River Avon Special Area of Conservation UK0013016 

• the conservation area designation on Old Sarum Airfield and 
several buildings associated with its former use as a military 
airfield dating back to World War 1 

• proximity to Old Sarum scheduled monument and views to and 
from Salisbury Cathedral and Old Sarum and Figsbury Ring 
scheduled monuments 

• other heritage assets across the parish dating back to at least 
the bronze age and relating to all subsequent periods. Of 
particular note are the mediaeval pottery kiln sites near Milford 

• potential odour issues associated with the Hurdcott sewage 
treatment site adjacent to the northern boundary of the parish 

• habitat designations by Wiltshire Council covering: 
- a strategic nature area spanning the western boundary of the 
parish 
- County Wildlife Sites on the chalk downs ridge north and south 
of Cockey Down SSSI. 

• Landscape – sensitivity  
 
Additional information and mapping of these constraints is 
provided in the supporting evidence section of the Parish 
Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Website. 
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R14 12 Page 15,  
sub-section 
7.2.4 
Landscape 
Sensitivity 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within sub-section 7.2.4, replace the last but one sentence 
beginning “An executive summary …” with ‘The Report is 
attached as Appendix 1’;  
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the last but one sentence in the first paragraph 
within sub-section 7.2.4, as follows; 

 
‘….. An executive summary of the results of this assessment is 
presented in Appendix 9, with the full document available on the 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan website www.lfcnp.co.uk . The 
Report is attached as Appendix 1. The assessment includes 
mapping of the levels of visual sensitivity to development in the 
areas covered by the study, summarised in Figure 32.’ 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

R15 12 Page 18, 
Section 8 Our 
Neighbourhood 
Plan: Basis of 
the Policies 
 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under the heading “8 Our Neighbourhood Plan: Basis of the 
Policies”: 
Replace the last bullet point in the opening section with: ‘achieve 
our objectives and address the issues set out in Section 7, whilst 
taking full account of the planning context provided by the 
national and local planning policy frameworks.’ 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Replace the last bullet point under section 8 as follows: 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 



APPENDIX 1  

Modifications required to be made to the draft Laverstock and Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan 2021-2036 (submitted 25th January 
2022) in response to the Examiner’s recommendations and to correct errors 

20 

Reference 
number 

Page in 
Examiner’s 

Report 

Related 
LFCNP page / 
section 

Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

•  achieve our objectives, while taking full account of the local 
planning context, in particular the national and local planning 
policy framework. 
 

• achieve our objectives and address the issues set out in 
Section 7, whilst taking full account of the planning context 
provided by the national and local planning policy 
frameworks. 
 

R16 12 Page 18,  
sub-section 8.1 
Issues to be 
addressed 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Delete Section 8.1 and renumber subsequent sections 
accordingly. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Delete section 8.1 and renumber subsequent sub-section 
as follows: 

 
8.1 Issues to be Addressed 
 
These policies seek to address the following key issues: 

• Development: protection of the semi-rural character of the 
Parish and its distinctive settlement pattern, especially while 
contributing to the long term requirements which may be 
identified by Wiltshire Council for housing and commercial 
properties within the Salisbury HMA. 

• Green Infrastucture: nurturing the Parish’s natural 
environment and protecting the landscape much valued by our 
residents. 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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• Movement: 
- improving pedestrian/cycle access to green spaces for leisure 
/recreation activities and to the city centre, schools and 
employment areas 
- ameliorating/resolving local traffic problems. 

• Amenities and infrastructure: ensuring that the local 
amenities and infrastructure are provided on an appropriate scale 
and in a timely way if Wiltshire Council were to approve sites for 
housing development within the Parish. 
 
8.12 Assumptions 
 

R17 12/13 Page 18,  
sub-section 8.2 
Assumptions 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under Section 8.2: 
Within “Assumption 1” replace “normally large enough for not 
more than two dwellings” with ‘only large enough for not more 
than a few dwellings, generally only one dwelling’  
 
(and use this description for infill elsewhere in the Plan including 
the Glossary).  
 
Amend the wording of Assumption 4 to: ‘‘No strategic 
development will be allocated / permitted which is not adjacent to 
the Salisbury Settlement Boundary other than in cases covered 
by the “exception policies” listed in paragraph 4.25 of the Core 
Strategy.’ 
 
Delete the last sentence 
 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend sub-section 8.2 (now sub-section 8.1) as follows: 
 
8.1 Assumptions 
 
In developing policies, we have made the following assumptions 
with respect to the contents of the emerging Wiltshire Council 
Local Plan: 

• Assumption 1. There will still be a policy which addresses 
Small Villages and identifies the limit of development within such 
villages to infill only as stated in the Core Policy 2 in the current 
Wiltshire Core Strategy. For the purposes of this policy the term 
‘infill’ is taken to mean the filling of a small gap within the village 
in an otherwise built-up frontage, usually consisting of frontage 
plots only, surrounded on at least two sides by developed plots 
and normally large enough for not more than two dwellings. only 
large enough for not more than a few dwellings, generally 
only one dwelling. 

• Assumption 2. The villages of both Ford and Laverstock will 
continue to be defined as small villages. 

• Assumption 3. The Salisbury Settlement Boundary will not 
change from that approved earlier in 2020. 

• Assumption 4. No strategic development with be allocated / 
permitted which is not adjacent to the Salisbury Settlement 
Boundary other than in cases covered by the “exception 
policies” listed in paragraph 4.25 of the Core Strategy. 

• Assumption 5. There will be a policy, replacing current Core 
Policy 51, which addresses Landscape and in particular the need 
for proposals to demonstrate that the following have been 
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conserved and where possible enhanced: 
- the locally distinctive character of settlements and their 
landscape setting 
- the separate identity of settlements and the transition between 
man-made and natural landscapes at the urban fringe. 
 

• Ensure the wording ‘only large enough for not more than a 
few dwellings, generally only one dwelling’ is used to 
describe infill elsewhere in the plan and Glossary. 

• Ensure references to the Wiltshire Core Strategy remain 
consistent throughout the document by either providing 
the full title ‘Wiltshire Core Strategy’ or on the first use of 
‘Wiltshire Core Strategy’ (WCS) is used in brackets and 
then throughout when referring to it.  

• Ensure when referring to policies within the Wiltshire Core 
Strategy the policies are referred to as ‘Core Strategy 
Policy…’ throughout the document  

R18 14 Page 20,  
Policy 1: 
Protection of 
the distinctive 
settlement 
pattern of the 
parish 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Delete “existing” from each Policy element. 
 
In element c of the Policy replace “by the provisions of Policy 2 
below” with ‘Green Buffer 4’  
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend Policy 1 as follows: 
 
Policy 1: Protection of the distinctive settlement pattern 
of the parish 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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a. Old Sarum/Longhedge shall be retained as a discrete 
settlement. Development proposals must ensure that it remains 
separated from the urban edge of Salisbury city to the south by 
the existing Green Buffer 1 (see Figure 43). 
 
b. The village of Laverstock shall be retained as a discrete 
settlement. Development proposals must ensure that Laverstock 
remains separated from urban edge of Salisbury city to the west 
by the existing Green Buffer 2 (see Figure 43). 
 
c. The village of Ford shall be retained as a discrete settlement. 
Development proposals must ensure that Ford remains 
separated from Riverdown Park to the south by the existing 
Green Buffer 3 (see Figure 43) and to the north and west by the 
provisions of Policy 2 below Green Buffer 4, relating to Old 
Sarum Airfield Conservation Area. 
 

R19 14 Page 20,  
supporting text 
of Policy 1 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Replace “In these Green Buffers, new buildings should not be 
constructed which, individually or cumulatively, would lead to this 
coalescence” with ‘It is the purpose of these Buffers to assure the 
retention of an open separation between individual settlements’. 
 
Replace “which this Plan defines as the filling of a small gap 
within the developed area of the villages with a maximum of two 
dwellings” with ‘which is defined as the filling of a small gap within 
the village that is only large enough for not more than a few 
dwellings, generally only one dwelling’. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Replace the final paragraph with: ‘It is important to note the 
implications of existing Wiltshire Council Core Policy 2 for 
Bishopdown Farm/Hampton Park/Riverdown Park and Old 
Sarum/Longhedge which are situated within the Salisbury 
Settlement Boundary. Core Policy 2 makes a presumption in 
favour of sustainable development within the Salisbury 
Settlement Boundary. Development outside this Boundary is not 
permitted other than in defined exceptional circumstances. 
Strategic allocations within Wiltshire Council’s future Local Plans 
could, however, extend this Boundary by identifying development 
sites adjacent to it. Castle Hill Country Park lies adjacent to but 
outside this Boundary around Hampton Park/Riverdown Park and 
part of Bishopdown Farm and is protected by its community 
ownership and designation as a Local Green Space in Policy 4. 
Consequently, development beyond the Country Park would not 
be permitted, other than in the defined exceptional circumstances 
in the Core Strategy. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the supporting text to Policy 1 as follows: 
 
Policy 1 is designed to help achieve the primary aim of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, namely to preserve the character and 
sustainability of this semi-rural parish and in particular to preserve 
and protect the existing open spaces, landscape and heritage 
assets (Objective A). In this context, the Green Buffers have a 
vital role to play, including ensuring that the four communities 
continue to be discrete settlements within the parish and 
preventing coalescence into an extended urban area. In these 
Green Buffers, new buildings should not be constructed which, 
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individually or cumulatively, would lead to this coalescence. It is 
the purpose of these Buffers to assure the retention of an 
open separation between individual settlements. 
 
It should be noted that the Wiltshire Council Core Policy 2 
provides additional protection to Laverstock and Ford by 
designating them as small villages wherein development is 
limited to infill only, which this Plan defines as the filling of a small 
gap within the developed area of the villages with a maximum of 
two dwellings. which is defined as the filling of a small gap 
within the village that is only large enough for not more than 
a few dwellings, generally only one dwelling’. 
 
In addition to Policy 1, it is important to note the implications of 
existing Wiltshire Council Core Policy 2 for Bishopdown 
Farm/Hampton Park/Riverdown Park which is situated within 
the Salisbury Settlement Boundary. In accordance with Core 
Policy 2 of Wiltshire Council’s Core Strategy, there is a 
presumption in favour of sustainable development within and 
adjacent to the Salisbury Settlement Boundary. However, Castle 
Hill Country Park lies adjacent to but outside this Boundary 
around Hampton Park, Riverdown Park and part of Bishopdown 
Farm. Consequently, in accordance with Core Policy 2 
development beyond the Country Park would not be permitted, 
other than in the (exceptional) circumstances as permitted by 
other policies within the Core Strategy. The Country Park also 
provides Green Buffer 4 (see Figure 4) between this community 
and the urban edge of Salisbury city to the southwest. The park is 
protected by its community ownership and designation as a Local 
Green Space in Policy 4. 
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‘It is important to note the implications of existing Wiltshire 
Council Core Policy 2 for Bishopdown Farm/Hampton 
Park/Riverdown Park and Old Sarum/Longhedge which are 
situated within the Salisbury Settlement Boundary. Core 
Policy 2 makes a presumption in favour of sustainable 
development within the Salisbury Settlement Boundary. 
Development outside this Boundary is not permitted other 
than in defined exceptional circumstances. Strategic 
allocations within Wiltshire Council’s future Local Plans 
could, however, extend this Boundary by identifying 
development sites adjacent to it. Castle Hill Country Park lies 
adjacent to but outside this Boundary around Hampton 
Park/Riverdown Park and part of Bishopdown Farm and is 
protected by its community ownership and designation as a 
Local Green Space in Policy 4. Consequently, development 
beyond the Country Park would not be permitted, other 
than in the defined exceptional circumstances in the Core 
Strategy. 
 

R20 15 Page 21,  
Figure 4 
Green Buffers  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within Figure 4 ‘Green Buffers’: 
 
Add boundaries for the Neighbourhood Area and the Salisbury 
Urban Area (including related entries in the key); ensure that no 
indicative Green Buffer encroaches outside of the Neighbourhood 
Area. 
 
Reduce Green Buffer 1 to the area below the Roman Road. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Replace the legend “Green Buffer 4” with ‘Country Park’. 
 
Narrow Green Buffer 5 to the width of the airfield landing area 
and renumber it as Green Buffer 4. 
 
Amend the title to exclude reference to Policy 2.  
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Within the renumbered Figure 3 add the Laverstock and 
Ford Neighbourhood Area boundary and the Salisbury 
Urban Boundary, ensuring none of the Green Buffer is 
outside of the Laverstock and Ford Neighbourhood Area 
Boundary 

 

• Within the renumbered Figure 3 reduce the area of Green 
Buffer 1 to only the area below the Roman Road 
 

• Within the renumbered Figure 3 replace the legend Green 
Buffer 4 with Country Park 
 

• Within the renumbered Figure 3 narrow Green Buffer 5 to 
the width of the airfield landing area and renumber it as 
Green Buffer 4. 
 

• Amend the title of the renumbered Figure 3 to exclude the 
reference to Policy 2 as follows:  
 

Figure 43 Green Buffers (The marked areas are indicative of 
the Green Buffers identified in Policyies 1 & 2) 
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R21 15 Page 22, 
Policy 2: Old 
Sarum Airfield 
Conservation 
Area 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Delete Policy 2 and its supporting text; renumber subsequent 
Policies accordingly. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Delete Policy 2 and its supporting text as follows;  
 
Policy 2: Old Sarum Airfield Conservation Area 
 
a. An approved Management Plan for Old Sarum Airfield 
Conservation Area (see Figure 5) should be put in place before 
consideration is given to any future development within the Area, 
which is covered currently by Core Policy 25. This Management 
Plan is the responsibility of Wiltshire Council. 
 
b. Development should only be carried out in the Conservation 
Area if it: 

• provides a long-term proactive strategy that enhances the 
historic setting of the Airfield Conservation Area and does not 
detract from its heritage significance when viewed from Old 
Sarum and Figsbury Ring Scheduled Monuments  

• does not cause the flying activity to cease and provides a legal 
agreement for reasonable controls over flying activity in the 
interests of the amenity of local residents  

• provides public access and benefits to the residents of the 
communities within the whole parish  

• delivers a high-quality strategic landscape improvement to 
mitigate the visual impact of existing intrusive buildings when 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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viewed from within the Conservation Area, from the Scheduled 
Monuments at Old Sarum and Figsbury Ring, and from other key 
viewpoints contained in our Landscape Sensitivity Assessment  

• maintains a Green Buffer 5 (see Figure 4) to the north and west 
of the existing village of Ford. 
 
c. Any future development in the Airfield Conservation Area 
should be cognizant of the designation of Ford as a small village 
under Core Policy 2, which limits development to infill only. 
 
The Parish Council will work with Wiltshire Council to establish 
the appropriate balance between the role of strategic (Local Plan) 
policy and Neighbourhood Plan policy relating to the Old Sarum 
Airfield Conservation Area. 
 
It is hoped that any revision to Wiltshire Council’s Core Policy 25 
reflects the objective of Core Policy 2 and resolves any potential 
conflict between them. 
 

• Delete Figure 5 Old Sarum Airfield Conservation Area, the 
renumbering of Figures has been covered in R12 above.  

 

R22 16 Page 24,  
Policy 3 
Protection and 
enhancement 
of the 
distinctive 
landscape 
character, 
wildlife habitats 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within Policy 3 – now renumbered as Policy 2. Add an 
introductory sentence as follows: ‘Development proposals shall, 
appropriately to their scale and location:’  
and  
then amend the opening wording of subsequent Policy elements 
to follow on accordingly. 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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and heritage 
assets 

 
From element a delete “but is expected to enhance”. 
 
Merge elements b & c as follows: ‘have regard to the Landscape 
Sensitivity Assessment (2020) (see Appendix 1) and in High and 
Medium/High sensitivity landscapes, as identified in the 
Assessment, and in other locations where the scale of impact 
requires, be accompanied by a Landscape and Visual Impact 
Appraisal.’ 
 
In element d (now renumbered element c), reword the second 
bullet point as: ‘avoid significant encroachment into the green 
areas on either side of the River Bourne, along Ford 
Down/Cockey Down/Laverstock Down and around Ford, 
including the Bat corridor along Green Lane’. 
 
Reword the opening of element e (now renumbered element d) 
as follows: ‘where heritage assets are impacted (including but not 
restricted to any sub-surface archaeological remains), provide a 
heritage statement that should include:’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the renumbered policy 2 ‘Protection and 
enhancement of the distinctive landscape character, 
wildlife habitats and heritage assets’ and amend the 
opening wording of subsequent Policy elements 
accordingly, as follows: 

 
Policy 23: Protection and enhancement of the distinctive 
landscape character, wildlife habitats and heritage assets 
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Development proposals shall, appropriately to their scale 
and location: 
 
a. Development should, as a minimum, maintain but is expected 
to enhance the visual character of the landscape when viewed 
from both inside and outside the Parish. 
b. All development proposals, especially in High and 
Medium/High sensitivity landscape, should be accompanied by a 
Landscape and Visual Appraisal proportionate to the scale of the 
development. 
c. Development should only be permitted where it can be 
demonstrated that the proposals comply with the 
recommendations of the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 
prepared for the Parish Council in June 2020 (see Appendix 9 
for the Executive Summary). 
b. have regard to the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 
(2020) (see Appendix 1) and in High and Medium/High 
sensitivity landscapes, as identified in the Assessment, and 
in other locations where the scale of impact requires, be 
accompanied by a Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal. 
dc. Any development shall provide an overall improvement to 
wildlife habitats. To this end, development shall: 

• be supported by an ecological assessment of the proposed 
development, including quantitative evidence of biodiversity net 
gain using Natural England’s Biodiversity Metric 

• avoid any significant encroachment into the green areas 
corridors within the Parish, particularly on either side of the River 
Bourne, along Ford Down/Cockey Down/Laverstock Down and 
around Ford, including the Bat corridor along Green Lane.  

• replace any loss in hedgerows and woodland with at least the 
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equivalent area planted with  native species in an equivalent 
location.  
ed. All development proposals should be accompanied by a 
Heritage Statement relating to heritage assets (including but not 
restricted to any sub-surface archaeological remains). where 
heritage assets are impacted (including but not restricted to 
any sub-surface archaeological remains), provide a heritage 
statement that should include: 
See Appendix 11 for further details. This statement should 
cover: 

• identification of heritage asset(s) 

• statement of significance of the asset, including its setting 

• assessment of impact of proposed development on the asset 
and its setting 

• measures to mitigate any such impacts. 
 

R23 16 Page 24, Policy 
3 ‘Protection 
and 
enhancement 
of the 
distinctive 
landscape 
character, 
wildlife habitats 
and heritage 
assets’ 
supporting text 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within the supporting text to the now renumbered Policy 2, add: 
‘The heritage statement should, as a minimum, set out the 
findings from consulting Wiltshire Council’s Historic Environment 
Record. The level of detail in a heritage statement should be 
proportionate to the assets’ importance and sufficient to 
understand the potential impact of the proposal on their 
significance’, and ‘As part of the Wiltshire Local Plan Review a 
Consultation Paper was prepared on “Addressing climate change 
and biodiversity net gain” the content of and responses to which 
will inform policies in the draft Local Plan: see here for fuller 
details.’ 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Reason for modification 

REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Add the following to the supporting text associated with 
Policy 3 in the submission version of the plan (now 
renumbered Policy 2) 

 
Policy 32 is designed to help achieve the Neighbourhood Plan’s 
primary aim of preserving the character and sustainability of this 
semi-rural parish and achieving the following specific objectives: 
 

• preserve and protect the existing open spaces, landscape and 
heritage assets (Objective A) 

• conserve and enhance the River Bourne and its environs 
(Objective B) 

• protect and improve biodiversity in the Parish and respond to 
the climate crisis (Objective C) 
 
It will also help mitigate the risk of downstream flooding through 
preservation of the water meadows along the Bourne, enabling 
storage and gradual discharge of flood waters. 
 
The heritage statement should, as a minimum, set out the 
findings from consulting Wiltshire Council’s Historic 
Environment Record (https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-
services/planning-building-control/heritage-
conservation/heritage-research). The level of detail in a 
heritage statement should be proportionate to the assets’ 
importance and sufficient to understand the potential impact 
of the proposal on their significance’, and ‘As part of the 
Wiltshire Local Plan Review a Consultation Paper was 
prepared on “Addressing climate change and biodiversity 

https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/planning-building-control/heritage-conservation/heritage-research
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/planning-building-control/heritage-conservation/heritage-research
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/planning-building-control/heritage-conservation/heritage-research
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net gain” the content of and responses to which will inform 
policies in the draft Local Plan: 
(https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-
review-consultation) for fuller details. 
 

R24 18 Page 25,  
Policy 4 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within Policy 4 – now renumbered as Policy 3A: 
 
Delete “Ford Green on Manor Farm Road (5) and renumber 
Whitebridge Spinney accordingly. 
 
Amend the reference to “Appendix 10” to read ‘Appendix 2’ – I 
will later address the Appendices in general. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend Policy 4 (renumbered Policy 3A) as follows, Figure 
6 is now Figure 4 as per R12: 

 
‘Policy 3A4 Designated Local Green Spaces 
 
This Neighbourhood Plan designates the following areas shown 
on the indicative map in 
 
Figure 64 as Local Green Spaces and numbered 1 to 5 as below: 

• Castle Hill Country Park (1)  

• Old Sarum Community Green Spaces (three areas) (2)  

• Hampton Park Green (3)  

• Longhedge Village Community Green Space (4)  

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-review-consultation
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-review-consultation
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• Ford Green on Manor Farm Road (5) 

• Whitebridge Spinney (65) 
 
See Appendix 102 for details of each area. 
 

• Ensure any supporting text comments referring to figures 
and policies are updated in line with these 
recommendations  

 

R25 18 Page 25, Policy 
4 ‘Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces’ 
supporting text 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within the Supporting text to Policy 4 add to the first paragraph: 
‘Appendix 2 provides full details of the boundaries for these 
spaces and how each meets the criteria set out at paragraphs 
101 – 103 of the NPPF’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the first paragraph of the supporting text to the 
renumbered policy 3A as follows: 

 
Policy 43A is designed to help achieve the objectives of 
conserving and protecting the existing open spaces in the parish 
(Objective A) and protecting and improving biodiversity in the 
Parish 
(Objective C) The designation of the above as Local Green 
Spaces is supported by responses to the residents’ questionnaire 
and the appropriate landowners have been informed. Appendix 
2 provides full details of the boundaries for these spaces 
and how each meets the criteria set out at paragraphs 101 – 
103 of the NPPF 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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R26 18 Pages 25 and 
27, Policy 4 
‘Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces’ 
supporting text 
and Figure 7   

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Suggest that the paragraphs subsequent to paragraph 1 of 
supporting text and the accompanying Figure 7 are relocated to 
the supporting text for Policy 2 (as renumbered). 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Move the second and third paragraph of supporting text of 
Policy 4 ‘Designated Local Green Spaces’ (renumbered 
3A) to the end of supporting text for the renumbered 
Policy 2 ‘Protection and enhancement of the distinctive 
 

• landscape character, wildlife habitats and heritage assets’ 
(currently on page 24) taking account of new added text 
inserted by R23, as follows: 

 
The Parish Council will seek to increase the number of 
community/charity owned or controlled green spaces, with 
particular focus on those which: 

• form part of the water meadows along the River Bourne  

• maintain green corridors through the Parish  

• are particularly valuable as wildlife habitats  

• are particularly important landscape views  

• can also support the aims of Community Action 1 
The recent acquisition of a section of water meadows by the 
Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust is an excellent example 
of the charitable ownership of green space which the Parish 
Council would encourage and support. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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The Parish Council welcomes the inclusion of a 
multifunctional “Local Green Blue Infrastructure Network” in 
Wiltshire Council’s proposed Emerging Spatial Strategy 
(with mapping reproduced in Figure 5), which it is hoped will 
help protect and promote biodiversity and wildlife habitats 
and improve public access to (and enjoyment of) green 
spaces. To these ends, the Council will work with Wiltshire 
Council, Salisbury City Council, local landowners and other 
agencies to strengthen this network in the Parish, especially 
those Corridors numbered 1 (North Salisbury), 2 (Monarch’s 
Way), 3 (north East Salisbury), 4 (East Salisbury) and 12 
(River Bourne) in Figure 5. 
 

R27 18 Page 26, Figure 
6 Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
On Figure 6 Designated Local Green Spaces delete space 5 and 
renumber Whitebridge Spinney accordingly; renumber Figure 6 
as 6A. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Delete local green space number 5 and renumber 
Whitebridge Spinney accordingly  
 

• Figure 6 (renumbered as figure 4 in R12 above) now to 
become Figure 4A, as follows; 

 
Figure 64A Designated Local Green Spaces 
 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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R28 18 Appendix 10 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces, Page 1 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within Appendix 10 – to be renumbered Appendix 2, as above: 
Amend the fourth paragraph to read: ‘LGS is designated through 
Neighbourhood and Local Plans and once it is in place ….’ 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the fourth paragraph of new Appendix 2 
Designated Local Green Spaces as follows: 

 
LGS is designated through Neighbourhood and Local Plans 
by the planning authority, in our case Wiltshire Council, and once 
it is in place, it is subject to the same strong development 
restrictions as Green Belt, ruling out new development except in 
special circumstances. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

R29 18 Appendix 10 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces, Page 1 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
In the listing of the NPPF criteria quote the second in full: 
‘demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance’ and replace “The land must fulfil one or more of 
the following criteria” with ‘The following are examples’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend point 2 of the NPPF criteria quote in new 
Appendix 2 Designated Local Green Spaces as follows 

 
2) The land has to be ‘demonstrably special to a local community 
and holds a particular local significance’. 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Evidence must be provided of the land’s value to and use by the 
local community to show that it holds a particular local 
significance. The land must fulfil one or more of the following 
criteria The following are examples:’ 
 

R30 18 Appendix 10 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces, Page 1 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
At the foot of page 1 replace “1 to 6” with ‘1 to 5’ and delete: “The 
maps should be taken as indicative. For definitive mapping of the 
indicated areas please refer to land registry and other official 
sources. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the third sentence of the last paragraph on Page 1 
of new Appendix 2 Designated Local Green Spaces as 
follows: 

 
The locations of the areas which are believed to be appropriate to 
designate as Local Green Spaces are shown in green and are 
numbered 1 to 65 on the map in Figure 1 below. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

R31 19 Appendix 10 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces, Page 2  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
From the listing of the proposed LGSs delete space 5 and amend 
the overview map and its numbering accordingly. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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• In Figure 1 of new Appendix 2 Designated Local Green 
Spaces, delete space 5, amend the overview maps and 
its numbering accordingly.  

 

R32 19 Appendix 10 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces, Page 3 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
To the entry for Castle Hill Country Park add:  
‘The residents’ survey undertaken in 2019 showed that the 
Country Park was highly valued by local residents as an amenity. 
Furthermore, the Park is used extensively throughout the day by 
both residents of the parish and visitors from other parishes. It 
has an accessibility infrastructure which for example makes it 
wheelchair and disability scooter compatible. The Park is not just 
an amenity with natural green areas and wild life and but also 
provides recreational facilities such as the outdoor gymnasium 
and a picnic area. In addition, it contains a very popular dog 
play/training area.’ 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Add the following to the entry for Castle Hill Country Park 
on page 3 of new Appendix 2 Designated Local Green 
Spaces, as follows: 

 
The residents’ survey undertaken in 2019 showed that the 
Country Park was highly valued by local residents as an 
amenity. Furthermore, the Park is used extensively 
throughout the day by both residents of the parish and 
visitors from other parishes. It has an accessibility 
infrastructure which for example makes it wheelchair and 
disability scooter compatible. The Park is not just an amenity 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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with natural green areas and wild life and but also provides 
recreational facilities such as the outdoor gymnasium and a 
picnic area. In addition, it contains a very popular dog 
play/training area. 
 

R33 19 Page 26, after 
Figure 6 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
After Figure 6 insert a new Policy 3B.Word the Policy as: 
‘Policy 3B Ford Amenity Green Space 
The area of Ford outlined in Figure 4B shall be retained as an 
amenity green space adjacent to the residential area. If damage 
or loss of this green infrastructure is unavoidable, the creation of 
new or replacement green infrastructure equal to or above its 
current value and quality, that maintains the integrity and 
functionality of the green infrastructure network, will be required.’ 
 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• After Figure 6 ‘Designated Local Green Spaces’ (now 
renumbered Figure 4A) insert a new Policy 3B as follows: 

 
Policy 3B Ford Amenity Green Space 
 
The area of Ford outlined in Figure 4B shall be retained as an 
amenity green space adjacent to the residential area. If 
damage or loss of this green infrastructure is unavoidable, 
the creation of new or replacement green infrastructure 
equal to or above its current value and quality, that 
maintains the integrity and functionality of the green 
infrastructure network, will be required. 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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R34 19 Appendix 10 
Designated 
Local Green 
Spaces, Page 7 
text to new 
Policy 3B, in 
Plan, Page 26 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Add supporting text derived from the related entry now deleted 
from Appendix 10, omitting “, and it is therefore believed 
appropriate to also designate it as a Local Green Space”  
 
and add a map outlining the amenity area as a new Figure 4B. 
 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Add the following supporting text below the new Policy 3B 
Ford Amenity Green Space, as follows: 

 
The properties in Manor Farm Road, along the northern edge 
of which this green area lies, are occupied by both military 
and private owners .The area is currently owned by the 
Ministry of Defence, having been retained by them when they 
sold the airfield, which lies to the northwest. It is the only 
open and level green area to the North West of Ford 
available for recreation to both adults and children. As such 
it is hugely valued since other areas in Ford are smaller and 
less open. It is an area well used by children for physical 
activity and is particularly popular for ball games. It is also 
regularly used by dog walkers and runners, and it is a 
convenient point from which the airfield activity can be 
safely viewed, as it has an uninterrupted outlook over it. 
Recognising these benefits, it was designated as an asset of 
community value some years ago, and it is therefore believed 
appropriate to also designate it as a Local Green Space. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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• Add a map outlining the Ford Amenity Green Space area 
as a new Figure 4B titled Ford Amenity Green Space as 
follows: 
 

Ford Amenity Green Space 
  

R35 20 Page 28,  
Policy 5 Design 
of future 
development  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within Policy 5 – now renumbered as Policy 4: 
 
Amend element (a) to be an introductory sentence, with the 
addition of ‘In particular proposals shall:’ and the subsequent 
criteria renumbered and reworded to follow on. 
 
In element (b) replace “2019” with ‘2021’, “comply with” with 
‘address’, and “Appendix 11” with ‘Appendix 3’. 
 
Replace element (c) with: ‘As stated in the NPPF (paragraph 132) 
“Applicants should work closely with those affected by their 
proposals to evolve designs that take account of the views of the 
community. Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive 
and effective engagement with the community should be looked 
on more favourably than those that cannot.” 
 
In element (d) delete the first bullet point. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend Policy 5 with subsequent criteria renumbered and 
reworded to follow on, as follows: 

 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Policy 54: Design of future development 
 
a. The design of any future development - whether in the form of 
a single dwelling or larger scale - must aim to improve the quality 
of the built environment of the Parish, maintain or enhance its 
semi-rural character and help to address the climate emergency. 
In particular proposals shall: 
 
ba. Any development proposal shall follow the general principles 
set out in the National Design Guide 2019 2021, the requirements 
of the Wiltshire Core Strategy/Local Plan and comply with 
address the further specific detail set out in the Laverstock and 
Ford Parish Design Guide 2021 (Appendix 113). 
 
c. As recommended by the National Design Guide 2019, for any 
substantive housing development proposal, consultation shall 
take place with the community prior to submission for planning 
approval, with the Parish Council as a primary point of contact. 
b. As stated in the NPPF (paragraph 132) “Applicants should 
work closely with those affected by their proposals to evolve 
designs that take account of the views of the community. 
Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive and 
effective engagement with the community should be looked 
on more favourably than those that cannot. 
 
dc. Any proposal for significant housing or commercial 
development shall include: 

• a specific assessment of its impact on air quality, including (but 
not restricted) to the effect of local traffic generated by the 
development  

• proposed measures to facilitate household use of “clean” 
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energy, for example: 
- provision of charging points for electric vehicles for each home, 
thereby encouraging the switch to electric vehicles  
- provision of “clean” energy generating systems such as solar 
panels and heating systems such as heat pumps  

• a layout and infrastructure which would give residents easy, 
safe access to local pedestrian/cycle networks and to public 
transport, in order to help reduce vehicle usage. 
 

R36 20 Appendix 11 
Design Guide 
2021, Page 2 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within Appendix 11 Design Guide 2021 – to be renumbered 
Appendix 3, as above: 
On page 2 update the reference to the National Design Guide to 
2021. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the last sentence of the third paragraph on Page 2 
of Appendix 11 Design Guide 2021 (renumbered as 
Appendix 3) as follows:  

 
This guide complements national guidance such as the National 
Design Guide 2019 2021 and any policies and guidance 
contained in the Wiltshire Core Strategy2/Local Plan and 
supporting documents (see particularly Core Policy 57 of the 
Wiltshire Core Strategy) 
 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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R37 20 Appendix 11 
Design Guide 
2021, Page 3 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
In paragraph 3.1 replace “of A rated EPC energy efficiency” with 
‘are encouraged to ensure an energy efficiency in excess of that 
required by the Building Regulations’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend paragraph 3.1 of Appendix 11 Design Guide 2021 
(renumbered as Appendix 3) as follows:  

 
All new development should be of high quality in materials, 
design, detailing and workmanship and of A rated EPC energy 
efficiency, are encouraged to ensure an energy efficiency in 
excess of that required by the Building Regulations achieved 
by maximising the use of renewable energy sources, including 
(but not restricted to) ground source heat pumps 
and solar panels. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

R38 20 Appendix 11 
Design Guide 
2021, Page 3  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Delete the content of paragraph 3.4 after “….Nationally Described 
Space Standard (March 2015)” 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend paragraph 3.4 within Appendix 11, Design Guide, 
2021 (renumbered as Appendix 3) as follows: 

 
All dwellings should incorporate adequate internal enclosed 
storage space, preferably exceeding the minimum standards 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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specified in Technical Housing Standards – Nationally Described 
Space Standard (March 2015) , and at least providing essential 
minimum areas for dedicated built-in storage cupboards of 1.5 sq 
m for 2 person dwellings and 0.5 sq m for each additional 
occupant (based on bedroom numbers and type – single or 
double), in addition to storage provided by furniture in habitable 
rooms. Storage cupboards should be free of hot water cylinders, 
boilers, heat exchangers or washing machines and all parts of the 
cupboard should be a minimum of 2m high internally. 
 

R39 20 Appendix 11 
Design Guide 
2021, 
Paragraph 4.1 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Amend paragraph 4.1 to read: ‘Culs de sac should be avoided for 
more than 25 dwellings and single access loops for more than 50 
dwellings, and below these limits emergency secondary access 
should be provided where possible. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend paragraph 4.1 within Appendix 11 Design Guide 
2021 (renumbered as Appendix 3), as follows:  

 
‘Island developments’ with limited or single access routes in and 
out of the development should be avoided. 
 
‘Culs de sac should be avoided for more than 25 dwellings 
and single access loops for more than 50 dwellings, and 
below these limits emergency secondary access should be 
provided where possible. 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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R40 20 Appendix 11 
Design Guide 
2021, 
Paragraph 7.2 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
In paragraph 7.2 replace “All development proposals” with 
‘Proposals impacting on heritage assets’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend paragraph 7.2 in Appendix 11 Design Guide 2021 
(renumbered as Appendix 3), as follows: 

 
All development proposals Proposals impacting on heritage 
assets should be accompanied by a Heritage Statement relating 
to heritage assets (including but not restricted to any sub-surface 
archaeological remains). This statement (which should be 
produced under the standards and guidelines as set out by the 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) should cover: 
a. Identification of heritage asset(s) 
b. statement of significance of the asset, including its setting 
c. assessment of impact of proposed development on the asset 
and its setting 
d. measures to mitigate any such impacts 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 

R41 21 Page 29,  
Policy 
6:Development 
of a 
comprehensive, 
attractive 
network of 
footpaths and 
cycleways 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Amend Policy 6 to become ‘Community Action 1’, move to after 
Policy 7 with a distinctly different appearance from the Policy Box 
eg a different colour and no boxing; renumber subsequent 
Policies accordingly. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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within the 
Parish  

• Amend Policy 6 to become ‘Community Action 1’, as 
follows: 

 
Policy 6 Community Action 1 Development of a comprehensive, 
attractive network of footpaths and cycleways within the Parish 
 

• Change appearance of ‘Community Action 1’ from a 
Policy Box and together with text move to after Policy 7 
(now Policy 5). 

 

• Renumber subsequent Policies of the Plan as follows: 
 

Policy 75: Improvements to infrastructure and amenities 
appropriate to the scale of specific future housing development  
 

R42 21 Page 29, Policy 
6 Development 
of a 
comprehensive, 
attractive 
network of 
footpaths and 
cycleways 
within the 
Parish 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
With criterion (a), bullet point 3 replace “lanes” with ‘route’. 
 
Add to criterion (a): ‘To maintain Monarch’s Way as a green route 
for horses and leisure cycling / walking, while providing a parallel 
bound-surface route to LTN 1/20 standards through any adjacent 
development to accommodate walking and cycling as a 
means of transport. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend text within Policy 6 (now Community Action 1) as 
follows: 

 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

a. The Parish Council will use Community Infrastructure Levy 
funds generated by any future development (and other sources of 
funding) to improve the network of footpaths and cycleways 
within the parish. Priority will be given to: 

• improving access from Old Sarum and Longhedge villages and 
Bishopdown Farm/ Hampton Park /Riverdown Park to: 
- the city centre (as recommended in the Salisbury Transport 
Strategy, 2018 refresh) 
- the green spaces of the parish, including the River Bourne, the 
Community Farm, Cockey Down and Castle Hill Country Park  
- Laverstock schools site (including improvements to Green Lane) 
improving access between Old Sarum Country Park and 
Longhedge Community Open Space, and to give safe pedestrian 
and cycle access to Monarch’s Way  

• improving the cycle lanes route on Church Road to overcome 
the problem of parked cars, preferably by the provision of an off 
road route  

• identifying and implementing a safe route for that part of the 
proposed Salisbury to Stonehenge cycle route which lies within 
the parish 

• improving safe connectivity to local employment centres, 
including those in Salisbury, Old Sarum and Porton 

• Improving the safety of the Golden Way route especially on 
Milford Mill Road 

•To maintain Monarch’s Way as a green route for horses and 
leisure cycling / walking, while providing a parallel bound-
surface route to LTN 1/20 standards through any adjacent 
development to accommodate walking and cycling as a 
means of transport 
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R43 21 Page 29, Policy 
6 ‘Development 
of a 
comprehensive, 
attractive 
network of 
footpaths and 
cycleways 
within the 
Parish’ 
supporting text 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
In the supporting text replace the first sentences with: 
‘Community Action 1 is consistent with Wiltshire Council's most 
recent draft Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan for the 
Salisbury area (itself currently under review). It is designed to 
help achieve the objective of improving foot/cycle ways/route 
links within and between the Parish and key destinations 
(Objective J) and reducing the adverse impact of vehicular traffic 
(Objective K). 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the first 2 sentences of the supporting text to 
Policy 6 (now ‘Community Action 1’) as follows:  

 
Policy 6 is consistent with Wiltshire Council's most recent draft 
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan for the Salisbury 
area (itself currently under review). It is designed to help achieve 
the objective of improving foot/cycle path links within and 
between the Parish and key destinations (Objective J) and 
reducing the adverse impact of vehicular traffic (Objective K). 
 
Community Action 1 is consistent with Wiltshire Council's 
most recent draft Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plan for the Salisbury area (itself currently under review). It 
is designed to help achieve the objective of improving 
foot/cycle ways/route links within and between the Parish 
and key destinations (Objective J) and reducing the adverse 
impact of vehicular traffic (Objective K). 
 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Recommendation and proposed modification 
 

Reason for modification 

The Parish Council has been successfully promoting 
improvements to the local network of footpaths and cycleways for 
many years. The further development of this network can make a 
significant contribution towards: 

• reducing the use of cars for journeys to work and school, and 
hence the reducing congestion, pollution and danger to children 
walking and cycling to school 

• improving residents’ and visitors’ enjoyment of the green 
spaces within the Parish 

• improving physical fitness and health. 
 
Accordingly, the Parish Council will continue to work with local 
landowners, Wiltshire Council, Salisbury City Council, and 
neighbouring Parish Councils to deliver improvements to safe 
connectivity. 
 

R44 22 Page 30,  
Policy 7: 
Improvements 
to infrastructure 
and amenities 
appropriate to 
the scale of 
specific future 
housing 
development 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Reduce Policy 7 – now renumbered as Policy 5 – to the following: 
‘Major development proposals shall include a phasing plan that 
assures the delivery of the related, supporting infrastructure and 
amenities prior to, or in phases during, the development. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend Policy 7 (now renumbered Policy 5): 
Improvements to infrastructure and amenities appropriate 
to the scale of specific future housing development, as 
follows: 

 

For clarity and accuracy, 
and to meet the Basic 
Conditions 
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Policy 7: Improvements to infrastructure and amenities 
appropriate to the scale of specific future housing development 
a. Any new development shall be required to provide the 
appropriate supporting infrastructure and amenities prior to, or in 
phases during, the new development, and not following 
completion. 
b. Any proposed development adjacent to or dependent on the 
following roads shall be contingent on providing agreed 
improvements to the local highways network aimed 
at increasing pedestrian and cyclist safety and reducing traffic 
speed, noise and pollution, with particular focus on the following 
roads: 

• The Portway, Old Sarum (C56)  

• Ford Road/Roman Road, Ford (C287)  

• Church Road, Laverstock (C329)  

• Milford Mill Road, Milford (UC162902/UC152911).  
c. The Parish Council will direct any Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) Funds to whatever local infrastructure is appropriate at 
the time.  
 
Policy 7 5: Improvements to infrastructure and amenities 
appropriate to the scale of specific future housing 
development 
 
Major development proposals shall include a phasing plan 
that assures the delivery of the related, supporting 
infrastructure and amenities prior to, or in phases during, 
the development. 
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R45 22 Page 30,  
Policy 7 
‘Improvements 
to infrastructure 
and amenities 
appropriate to 
the scale of 
specific future 
housing 
development ‘ 
supporting text  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Move the balance of Policy 7 to a new ‘Community Action 2’ 
which: 
• like ‘Supporting Action 1’, is to follow the (now) Policy 5 
supporting text with a distinctly different appearance from the 
Policy Box eg a different colour and no boxing. 
• should commence with: ‘The Parish Council will seek to ensure 
that …’ 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Balance of Policy 7 ‘Improvements to infrastructure and 
amenities appropriate to the scale of specific future 
housing development ‘(now Community Action 2) added 
to text to follow the now Policy 5 and its supporting text 
with no policy box appearance, as follows; 

 
Community Action 2 
 
The Parish Council will seek to ensure that Policy 7 5 is 
designed to help achieve the objective of ensuring that future 
development in the Parish will be supported by the 
implementation of a complementary and structured approach to 
infrastructure (Objective G), with particular focus on the timely 
provision of community services and facilities which benefit the 
Parish (Objective H) and the reduction in the adverse impact of 
traffic within the Parish (Objective K). 
Complementing Policy 75, the Parish Council work with Wiltshire 
Council and other agencies to secure improvements to local 
infrastructure, facilities and amenities for the benefit of Parish 

For clarity and accuracy and 
to meet the Basic Conditions 
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Recommendation and proposed modification 
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residents and businesses, including: 

• local road system improvement 

• full fibre broadband connectivity 

• improvements to bus services (e.g. additional/extended routes, 
increased frequency of services). 
These infrastructure improvements would benefit not only 
residents but also the business and farming communities and 
hence help achieve Objectives D and F 
 
a. Any new development shall be required to provide the 
appropriate supporting infrastructure and amenities prior to, 
or in phases during, the new development, and not following 
completion.  
 
b. Any proposed development adjacent to or dependent on 
the following roads shall be contingent on providing agreed 
improvements to the local highways network aimed at 
increasing pedestrian and cyclist safety and reducing traffic 
speed, noise and pollution, with particular focus on the 
following roads: 

• The Portway, Old Sarum (C56)  

• Ford Road/Roman Road, Ford (C287)  

• Church Road, Laverstock (C329)  

• Milford Mill Road, Milford (UC162902/UC152911).  
 
c. The Parish Council will direct any Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Funds to whatever local 
infrastructure is appropriate at the time.  
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R46 22 Page 31, 
section 10 
Implementation, 
Monitoring and 
Review,  
first sentence  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
At the opening of Section 10 replace “, Wiltshire Council and 
Central Government” with ‘at a referendum’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the first sentence of Section 10 as follows:  
 

Subject to approval by Parish residents, at a referendum 
Wiltshire Council and Central Government, the policies set out in 
our Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the development plan 
for Wiltshire to which any future development in the Parish is 
required to conform. 
 

For clarity and accuracy 

R47 22 Page 31, 
Section 11 
Glossary of 
terms, 
Affordable 
Housing 

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Within the Glossary: 
Under the heading “Affordable Housing” replace “affordable rents 
are 80% of the market rent in that area” with ‘Affordable Rents 
are at least 20% below local market rents and are therefore no 
more than 80% of local market rents’. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the text under subheading ‘Affordable Housing’ in 
section 11 ‘Glossary of Terms’, as follows: 
 

Affordable Housing  
 

For clarity and accuracy 
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Reason for modification 

Affordable housing is defined as social rented, affordable rented 
and intermediate housing. It is provided to meet the needs of 
people who cannot afford housing through the open market. 
Eligibility is determined with regard to local incomes and local 
house prices. Social rents are determined nationally, Affordable 
Rents are at least 20% below local market rents and are 
therefore no more than 80% of local market rents affordable 
rents are 80% of the market rent in that area, and intermediate 
housing allows people to part buy their home. Affordable housing 
should include provisions to remain at an affordable price for 
future eligible households or for the subsidy to be recycled for 
alternative affordable housing provision. 
 

R48 22 Page 33,  
Section 11 
Glossary of 
terms, 
Heritage Assets  

EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Under the heading “Heritage Assets” correct “Heritage 
Environment Record” to ‘Historic Environment Record’ and add 
an additional, bullet point: ‘Scheduled Monuments (eg The 
medieval pottery kilns at Milford Farm, The ‘Ende Burgh’ long 
barrow, north-east of Old Sarum and Milford Mill Bridge, which is 
also Grade I listed). 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Amend the text under Heritage Assets in the Glossary as 
follows 

 
Heritage Assets 
 

For clarity and accuracy 
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A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as 
having a degree of significance meriting consideration in planning 
decisions, because of its heritage interest. Heritage assets 
include: 
 

• designated heritage assets (eg the three former First Word War 
hangers (Grade II* listed) in the Old Sarum Airfield Conservation 
Area) 

• assets identified by Wiltshire Council in their Heritage Historic 
Environment Record. 

• Sub-surface assets ie archaeological remains which are often 
revealed during the development of a site 

• Scheduled Monuments (eg The medieval pottery kilns at 
Milford Farm, The ‘Ende Burgh’ long barrow, north-east of 
Old Sarum and Milford Mill Bridge, which is also Grade I 
listed). 
 

R49 23 Appendices EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Renumber Appendices 9, 10 and 11 as 1, 2 & 3 respectively and 
included these as attachments to the Plan; extend and retitle the 
new Appendix 1 to include the full Landscape Sensitivity 
Assessment. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Renumber appendices 9, 10 and 11 to 1, 2 and 3, and 
include as attachments to the plan as follows: 

 

For clarity  
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Appendix 9 1 Landscape Assessment Executive Summary and 
Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 
Appendix 10 2 Designated Local Green Spaces 
Appendix 11 3 Design Guide 2021 
 

• Extend and retitle the new Appendix 1 to include the full 
Landscape Sensitivity Assessment  

 

R50 23 Appendices  EXAMINER COMMENT: 
 
Retain the other Appendices as ‘Supporting Evidence 
 
e’, signposted on the Parish’s Neighbourhood Plan webpage. 
 
REQUIRED MODIFICATION: 
 

• Retain appendices 2-8 (as 1 has been deleted see R??) 
within the ‘Supporting Evidence’ on the Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan website 

 

For clarity  

R51 N/A Whole 
Document 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL COMMENT: 
 
Check and amend as necessary the page numbering, 
section/sub-section headings, source information, figures, maps, 
appendices and paragraph numbering and any supporting text 
referring to the above. 
 

Consequential amendments 

 


